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Fire Regime Condition Class (FRCC) Interagency Handbook
Reference Conditions

Modeler: Steve Barrett Date: 9/17/03 PNVG Code: AAOW
Potential Natural Vegetation Group: Alder-Ash, Oregon/Washington

Geographic Area: Primarily coastal areas of western Oregon and Washington
(and adjacent areas of northern California).

Description: Dense low-elevation (<2500 ft) riparian forests, generally bordering
major rivers and wetlands in broad valleys near coastal mountain ranges.
Relatively short-lived stands usually are dominated by low- to medium height
broadleaf deciduous trees such as red alder, Oregon ash, black cottonwood, and
bigleaf maple; stands also have diverse understories dominated by shrubs, forbs,
and grasses, such as snowberry, Carex spp., Juncus spp., and tufted hairgrass.

Fire Regime Description: Fire Regime IV (and Ill); primarily moderately long-
interval (e.g., 50-100 yr) stand replacement fires.

Vegetation Type and Structure

Class Percent of  Description
Landscape
A: post 22 Post-replacement community dominated by re-
replacement sprouting shrubs, forbs, and grasses.
B: mid- 52 Densely stocked young- to mid age hardwoods
development such as red alder, ash, cottonwood.
closed
C: mid- open 3 Community dominated by young- to mid age

hardwoods of variable stocking density,
interspersed with dense tall shrubs in
openings.

D: late- open 2 Variable density mid- to relatively old age
hardwoods, interspersed with dense tall shrubs
in openings.

E: late- closed 21 Late seral community dominated by dense
mid- to relatively old age (senescent)
hardwoods.

Total 100

Fire Frequency and Severity

Fire Frequency- Modeled Pct, All  Description




Severity Probability Fires

Replacement Fire .013 80 Moderately long-interval stand
replacement fires, esp. in classes B-
E.

Non-Replacement .003 20 Mixed severity fires, esp. in classes

Fire C and D.

All Fire Frequency* .016 100

*Sum of replacement fire and non-replacement fire probabilities.
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