
 
 
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

**11/4/03 DRAFT** 

Fire Regime Condition Class (FRCC) Interagency Handbook 
Reference Conditions 

Modeler: Wendel Hann Date: 9/26/03 PNVG Code: MGRA3 

Potential Natural Vegetation Group: Mountain Grassland With Shrubs 

Geographic Area: Occurs scattered throughout mountainous areas across the west with largest 
components in northern California, the Pacific Northwest, and northern Rocky Mountains. 

Description: This type typically occurs on upland flats, benches, gentle slopes or well drained 
valley and draw bottoms.  Vegetation is grassland dominated by fescues, bluebunch wheatgrass, 
sedges, tufted hairgrass, and oatgrasses with intermingled forbs and scattered shrubs.  This type 
correlates with Kuchler’s (1964) types 47, 50, and 51.  

Fire Regime Description: Fire regime group II, frequent replacement.  The mean fire interval is 
about 20 years.  Fire years are typically correlated with drought years associated with fires in the 
adjacent forests.  Grazing of the grassy fuels by large ungulates increases the variaton of the fire 
interval. 

Vegetation Type and Structure of Fire Regime Group II 
Class Percent of Description 

Landscape  
A: post replacement 5 Dominated by resprouts and seedlings of grasses and 

post-fire associated forbs.  This type typically occurs 
where fires burn relatively hot in classes B and C. 

B: mid-development closed 90 Greater than 40 per cent grass and forb cover.  Less 
than 5% shrub cover. 

C: mid- open 5 Greater than 5 percent shrub cover.  The primary shrub 
species that occur scattered within this type include  
sagebrush and shrubby cinquefoil, but other species 
common to the mountain shrub zone, such as 
chokecherry, rose, and serviceberry can occur. 

D: late- open 
E: late- closed 

Total 100 

Fire Frequency and Severity 
Fire Frequency- Modeled Percent, Description 
Severity Probability All Fires 
Replacement Fire .049 99 Replacement fires in B and C 
Non-Replacement Fire .001 1 Mosaic fires 
All Fire Frequency* .05 100 20 year mean fire frequency  
*Sum of replacement fire and non-replacement fire probabilities. 

Optional1 disturbance used in reference value modeling for herbivory. 
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VDDT Results 



 

Hl§ffiffi@hhfi::Mi•@.;. ::iA:ilMIM#l·WMtftl®MM@J 
~ File Diagram Variation Attributes Run Model Results Help 

PVT: PGAA2 SCN: MGAA3.SCN 

AIIFire NonReplFire 

-~~ 
0 

~ - - .... .ui;ri.~~ ,t,,"io"!l"~..G?all:11:.-SZ: 

..:.Tu.J2,] 
~2,] 

AEG:NAV 

1 50 99 148 197 246 295 344 393 442 491 

ReplFire 

I lnit. Conds. ]Years: 500[MC:Tol Attributes I Dist. Mult. I Annual Mult. I Landscape Mult J Feedback Mult. [ Trend Mull. I TSO Off J Dist Disabled 

,,is,a,•IIJ ~ @.I e ~ lliill '(J ~ !iii 1!!1 0 IJ i!!IM I ~ w .j '(JP ... 1@.io I ~ w I 0 R I @;J M I ~ M lltJv... I ., ... ~• ll'lll:l!$((Hll'•i;,J 2:39PM 


