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Fire Regime Condition Class (FRCC) Interagency Handbook 
Reference Conditions 

Modeler: Doug Havlina Date: 8/15/03 PNVG Code: RWCA 

Potential Natural Vegetation Group: Redwood. 

Geographic Area: California, southwestern Oregon. 

Description: PNVG generally occurs on alluvial fans, plains, and forests in the 
northern half of coastal California and extreme southwestern Oregon.  This type 
may extend from sea level to 3,000 feet, but is often separated from the ocean by 
a grassland belt.  Climate is characterized as maritime Mediterranean, with a 
persistent fog belt much of the year. Common associates include Douglas-fir, 
Sitka spruce, Port Orford-cedar, Pacific madrone, tanoak, bigleaf maple, Pacific 
rhododendron, vine maple, and other mixed evergreen vegetation.   
. 

Fire Regime Description:  Fire Regime I, primarily short-interval (e.g., <35 yr) 
surface fires.  

Vegetation Type and Structure 

Class 

A: post 
replacement 
B: mid-
development 
closed 

Percent of 
Landscape 

10 

20 

Description 

Grass/forb/fern dominated community, with 
sprouting shrubs and redwood saplings 
Canopy cover >40%; pole and immature sized 
forest 

C: mid- open 5 Canopy cover <40%; pole and immature sized 
forest 

D: late- open 

E: late- closed 

5 

60 

Uncommon developmental stage of mature, 
open redwood forests resulting from windthrow 
Late-seral, mature forest with well developed 
herbaceous and shrub understories 

Total 100 

Fire Frequency and Severity 
Fire Frequency- Modeled Pct, All Description 
Severity Probability Fires 
Replacement Fire .005 16 Stand replacement crown fire in 

stages B, C, and D 



 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Non-Replacement .026 84 Primarily surface fire and occasional 
Fire mosaic fire in stages B, C, D, and E 
All Fire Frequency* .031 100 
*Sum of replacement fire and non-replacement fire probabilities. 
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